Meet the Fuelers

*The fuelers in Echo Company are known
by several names: the IlI/V Platoon,
Distribution Platoon, POL, or simply
Distro. The fuelers are on shift 24 hours
each day. They stand ready to refuel all
Task Force Shadow aircraft and ground
equipment here at Kandahar Airfield.

*The platoon has also been tasked as the
Brigade Jump FARP team, a mission we
have performed several times at Firebase
Anaconda, a remote outpost manned by
a small team of Army Special Forces.

SPC David Rubio and SPC John Diehl refuel a UH-60 Black Hawk at Firebase
Anaconda. (photo by CPT Nick Craig)

*Besides the obvious need for fuel in
aircraft, we ensure that Task Force
Shadow's ground equipment are fueled
up also. Everything from Aviation Ground
Power Units (AGPU), Gator Utility
Vehicles, pressure washers, and
generators are taken care of by them. A
unique mission we also perform is filling
thousands of gallons of fuel drums that
are parachuted into remote bases all over

Afehani A valuable resupply is provided to Firebase Anaconda by air, including fuel drums.
ghanistan. (photo by CPT Nick Craig)
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*"After flying a long mission, it is nice to be able to
just taxi in and shutdown because we know the
refuelers are on their way." -CW3 Joe Maynard. CW3
Maynard is a UH-60 Pilot in Alpha Company.

*Their recently promoted Platoon Leader, Captain

Nick Craig, would like to point out that his Soldiers
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addition to performing their duties as fuelers, Distro

Soldiers have stood out during the Battalion Soldier

of the Month boards while in Afghanistan. 3 of the 5

board winners have come from our platoon SPC _ =y T ,

Aaron Black in April, SPC Michael Freimuth_ in May, - "' Sl N -
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feat considering there are only 26 Soldiers in the POL Soldiers mount the Task Force Shadow billboard onto the TOC while SGT

platoon and approximately 750 Soldiers in the entire mas.  Dawvi of Echo Company’s Mai
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*Platoon Sergeant, SFC Perry Washington Jr. has,
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safety awareness while driving the large HEMTT fuel

28008 KIFIR n o6A NIUKgEV}'dJ 84 Ay | o TF Shdow (designed by CPT Nick Craig)
Johnson turned 38, SPC Jonathan Grace turned 32, - —

trucks around the poorly maintained roads of
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SPC Gustavo Sanchez turned 30, and PFC Dean Boyle
turned 23.

are at the half-way mark and people can get
complacent. We want to make sure we accomplish
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